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THE PYRAMIDS.
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The Gospe! of the Colossal Struc.
tures

Ar Nend Ty Dr Talmage in Bgypt—=The
Vinest Monumenta Over FPeople
Who Amount to Nothing.

The subject of Dr. Talmage'sdiscourse
Sunday was titled: “From the Pyra.
miils to tho Acropolis, or what | saw in
Egypt and Groece Confirmatory of the
Seriptures.” 1lis text was Isainh xix:
19, 20: *'In that day shall thers be an
altar to the Lord in the midst of the
land of Egypt and a pillarat the border
thereof to the Lord. And it shall be
for a sign and for a witness,"

Egypt. and this is the greatest pillar |
ever lifted: and the text soys it is to be
at the border of the land, and this pyr- ]
amid is nt the border of the land; and |
the text says it shall be for a witness,
and the object of this sermon is to tell '
swhat this pyramid witnesses.

We had on a morning of December, |
1840, lnnded in Africa.  Amid the howl- |
ing boatmen at Alexandria we had |
come ashore and taken the rail train
for Cairo, Lgypt. along the banks of |
the most thoronghly harnessed river of
all the world—=the river Nile. We had, l
at even-tide, entered the eity of Cairo,
the city where Christ dwelt while stay-
ing in Egypt during the lerodie perse- |
eution, It was our first night in Egypt. |
No destroying angel sweeping through |
as once, hut all the stars were out and
the were filled with angels of
beauty and angels of light, and the air
wias balimy as an American June. The
next morning we were early awake nnd
at 1he window, looking upon palm trees
in full glory of leafage and upon gar-
dens of fruits and flowers at the very
season when our homes far away are
cartupied by bleak skies aud the last
leaf of thie forest has gone down in the
(‘U‘Hl;'il!t'.‘.inll‘h

Lut how ¢an I deseribe the thrill of
or to-day we are tosee
the world has seen or wants
10 see—the Pyramids.  We aremounted
{for an bour apd a half's ride. We pass
on amid bazars stuffed with rugs and
carpets, and curious fabrics of all sorts
from Smyrna, from Algiers, from Per-
sin, from Turkey, and through streets
swhere we meet people of all colors and
all rurbs, carts loaded with garden pro-
ductions, priests in gowns, women in
black veils, Bedouins in long and seem-
ingly superfluous appacel, Janissaries
in jucket of embroidered gold—out and
on toward the great pyramid; for
though there are sixty-nine pyramids
still standing, the pyramid of Gizah is
the moenarch of pyramids, We meet
camels grunting under their load, and
see hufialoes on either side, browsing in
pasture ficlds, The road we travel
is for part of the way under clumps of
acacia, and Ly long rowsof sycamore
and tamarisk, but after awhile itisa
path of rock and sand, and we find we
have reached the margin of the deserd,
the #rent Sahiara desert, and we cry ont
to the dragoman as we see a huge pile
of racle looming in sight:  “Dragoman,
what is that?” His answer is "“The
prramid,” and then it seemed as if we
were living a eentury every minute.
Our thoughts and emotions were too
rapid and intense for utterance, and we
ride on in silence until we come to the
foot of the pyramid spoken of in the
text, the oldest structure in all the
earth, 4,000 ycars old at least.  Hereit
is  We stand under the shadow of a
strneture that shuts out all the earth
and all the sky, and we look up and
strain our vision to appreciate the dis-
tant top, and are overwhelmed while
we ory “The pyramid! The pyramid!”

I had started that morning with the
determination of ascending the pyra-
mid. One of my chief objects in going
to Egypt was not only to sec the base
of that granatic wonder, but to stand
on the top of it. Yet the neaver I came
to this eternity in stone, the more my
determination was shaken. Its alti-
tude to me was simply appalling. A
great height has always been to me a
most disagreeable sensation. As we
dismounted at the base of the pyramid

1 said: “Others may go np it, but not L
T will satisfy myself with a view from
the base, The ascent of it would be to
me a foolhardy undertaking.” Butafter
I had given up all idea of asconding, 1
found my danghteér was determined to go
and | could not let her go with strangers,
and I changed my mind and we started
with guides. It can not be done with-
out these helpers. Two or three times
foolhardy men have attempted it alone,
but their bodies came tumbling down
unrecognizable and lifeless. Each person
in our party had two or three guides or
helpers. One of them unrolled his turban
and tied it uround my waist and he held
the other end of the turban as a matter
of safety. Many of the blocks of stone
are four or five feet high and beyond
any ordinary human stride unless as-
sisted, But, two Arabs to pull and
two Arabs to push, 1 found myself rap-
Mly ascending from height to height,
and on to altitudes terrific, and,
8t last, on the tip top, we found
ourselves on o level space about
square. Through clearest
atmosphere we looked off upon the des-
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Sphinx, with its features
of everlasting stone, and yonder upon
the minarets of Cairo, glittering in the
Memphis in

the battle-flields of s radios

 not see the depths beneath, bLut com-

shock the nerves and ov :
entire being. by
After looking around for awhile, and
& kodak had pictured the group. we de-
seended.  The desoent was more trying
than the ascent, for elimbing you need

ing down it was impossible not to
see the absyms below, But two Arabs
ahead to help us down, and two Arabs
t3 hiold us back, we were lowered, hand |
Lelow hand, until the ground was in-

“———m

:ih“ would appear at certain periods of
me.

Not in the 4,000 yenrs since the put-
ting up of that pyramid has a single
fact in astronomy or math ematics been
found to contradiet the wisdom of that
structure  Yet they had not at the age
when the pyramid was started an as
tronomer or an architect or a mathe-
maticlan  worth mentioning. Who,
then, planned the pyrumid? Who sus
perintended its erection? Who, from

vitingly near and amid the jargons of
the Arabs we were safely landed. Then |
came one of the most wonderful feats
of daring and agility, One of the Arabs |

| minutes

tand become a ULlonde, and the silver

| Mary.

solicited o dollar, saying he would run
up and down the pyramids in seven
We would rather have given |
him a dollar not to go, but this ascent |

| and descent | WOV . ;
fsaiah no doubt refers to the great | t In seven minutes he was |

pyramid at Gizah, the chief pyramid of |
jgypt. The text speaks of a pillarin |

determined on, and so by the wateh in
seven minutes he went to the top and
was back ngain at the base, It was a |
bloodenrdling spectacle.

I said the dominant colorof the pyra- |
mid was gray, but in certain li;.rht‘s it |
seems to shake off the gray of centuries |

turns to the golden. It covers thirteen
acres of ground. What an antiquity!
It was at least 2,000 years old when the |
unby Christ was carried within sight of |
it by his fugitive parents, Joseph and |

The storms of forty centuries
have drenched it, bombarded it shad- |
owed it, tlashed upon it, but there it
stands ready to take another forty cen-
turies of atmospherie attack if the
world should continune to exist. The
oldest buildings of the earth gre juniors
to this great senlor of the centuries,
Herodotus says that for ten years prep-
arations were being made for the build-
ing of this pyramid. 1t has 82,111,000 |
cubie feet of masonry. One hundred |
thousand workmen at one time toiled
in its erection. To bring the stones
irom the quarries a canseway sixty feet
wide was built. The top stones were
lifted by machinery snch as the world
knows nothing of to-day. It is 716 feet
each side of the square base. The
structure is 450 feet high, higher than
the Cathedrals of Cologne, Strasburg,
louen, St. Peter and St Paul. No
surprise to me that it was put at the
head of the Seven Wonders of the
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world, Tt has a subterrancouns room of
red granite ealled the “King's cham-
ber,” and nnother room called the

“Queen’s chamber,” and the pruh:'ll.il.
it-_\' is that there are other rooms yet |
unexplored, ‘The evident design of the
architect was to make these rooms as
inaccessible as possible.  After aill the
work of exploration and all the digging
and blasting, if you would enter these
sublerraneous rooms you must go
through a passage only three fect
e¢leven inches high and less than four
feet wide. A sancophagus of red gran-
ite stands down under this mountain of
masonry. The sarcophagus could not
liave been carried in after the pyramids
were built. It must have been put
there before the structure was reared
Probably in that sarcophagus once lay
a wooden coflin containing adead king,
but time has destroyed the coffin and
destroyed the last vestige of human
remains. For three thousand years this
sepulchral room was unopeped and
would have been nntil to-day. probably
unopened, had not a superstitious im-
pression got abroad that the heart of
the pyramid was filled with silver and
gold and diamonds, and under Al Ma-
moun, an c¢xcavating party went to
worlk and having bored and blasted
through & hundred feet of rock they
found no opening ahead, and were
about 1o give up the attempt when the
workmen heard a stone roll down into
a seemingly hollow place, and encour-
aged by that they resumed their work
and came into the underground rooms.
The disappointment of the workmen
in finding the sarcophagus empty of all
silver and gold and precions stones wWas
so great that they would have assassin-
ated Al Mamoun, who employed them,
had he not hid in another part of the
pyramid as much silver and gold as
would pay them for their work at ordia-
ary rate of wagres, and induced them
there to dig till they, to their surprise,
came upon adequate compensation.

I wonder not that this mountain of
limestone and red granite has been the
fascination of scholars, of selentists, of
intellirent Christians in all ages. Sir
Joha Herschel, the astronomer, said he
thought it had astronomical signifi-
ecance. The wise men who nccompanied
Napoleon's army into Egypt went into
profound study of the pyramid. In
1565 Prof. Smyth and his wife lived in
the empty tombs near by the pyramid
that they might be as continuously as
possible close to the pyramid which
they were investigating. The pyram'd,
built more than 4,000 years ago, being
a complete reometrical figure, wise men
have concluded it must have bien di-
vinely constructed. Men came theough
thousands of years to fine architecture,
to musie, to painting; but this
was perfect at the world's start, and
God must have directed it All astrono-
mers and geometricians and scientists
say that it was scientifically and :n‘athe-
matically constructed before science
and mathematies were born. From the
inscriptions on the pyramid, from its
proportions, from the points of the
compass recognized in its structure,
from the directions in which its tunnels
run, from the relative position of the
blocks that compose it, scientists, Chris-
tians and infidels have demonstrated

h ed this pyra-

its first foundation stone to its ecap-
stone, erected every thing? It must
have been God. Isaiah was right when
he =ald in my text, “A plllar shall be
at the border of the land of Egypt and
it shall be for asign and a witness.”
The pyramid is God's first Bible. Hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of years before
the first line of the Book of Genesis
was written, ghe lesson of the pyramid
was written,

Well, of what is this eyclopean ma-
sonry a sign and a witness? Among
other things, of the prolongation of hu-
man work compared with the brevity
of human life. In all the 4,000 years
this pyramid has only lost eighteen

| feet in width, one side of its sqnares at

the base changed only from 764 feet to
740 feet, and the most of that eighteen
feet taken off by architects to furnish
stone for building in the ¢city of Cairo,

| The men who constructed the pyramid

waorked at it only a few years and then
put down the trowel and the compass
and the square and lowered the derrick
which had lifted the ponderous weights;
but forty centuries has their work
stood, and it will be good for forty cen-
turies more, All kEgypt has been
shaken by terrible earthgquakes, and
citios have been prostrated or swallow-
ed, but that pyramid has defied all vol-
canis paroxysms. It has looked upon
some of the greatest battles ever fought
since the world stood. Where are the
men who constructed it?  Their bodies
grone to dust and even the dust scatter-
ed, Even the sarcophagus in which
the King's mummy may have slept is
empty.

S0 men die but their work lives on,
We are all building pyramids not to
last four thousand years, but
thousund, forty million, forty trillion,
forty quadrillion, forty guintillion. For
a while we wield the trowel or pound
with the hammer or measure with the
yard-stick ‘'or write with the pen, or ex-
periment with the scientifie battery. or
plan with the brain, and for a while
the foot wallks and the eye sees, and
the ear hears and the tongue speaks.

All the good words or bad words
we speak are spread out into one
layer for a pyramid  All the kind

deeds or malevolent deecds we do are
spread out into another layer.  All the
Christian or unchristian example we
sot is spread ont in another layer.  All
the indireet influences of our lives are
spread out in another layer. Then the
time soon comes when we put down
the implement of toil and pass away,
but the pyramid stands, The twen-
tieth century will not rock It down,
pnor the thirticth century nor the one
hundredth century. ‘The earthquake
that rocks this world to pieces will not
stop our influence for good orevil. You
modestly say “That is true in regard to
the great workers for good or evil, and
a gigantic geniuses, Miltonian or Tal-
leyrandian, but not of me, for I live and
work on n small seale.”

My bhearers, remember that those
who built the pyramids were common
workmen., Not one of them could lift
those great stones It took a dozen of
them to lift one stone, and others just
wielded a trowel, clicking it on the hard
edgo, or smoothing the mortar between
the layers. One hundred thousand men
toiled on those sublime elevations. If
one of those granite blocks that 1 just
touch with my feet on this December
morning in 1859, as the two Arabs pull
me and the two other Arabs push me,
could speak out and tell its history it
would say: *“The place of my nativity
was down in the great stone quarry of
Mokattam or Assawan, Then they be-
gan to bore at my sides, and
then to drive down great iron
wedges, crushing against me till the
whole quarry quaked and thundered,
then 1 was pried out with ¢crow-bars
and levers, scores of men putting their
welght on the leverage. Then chalns
were put around me and 1 was hoisted
with wheels that groaned under the
weight, and many workmen had their
hands on the cranks and turned until
their muscles on their arms stoxl out
in ridges and the sweat rolled from
their dusky foreheads. Then I was
drawn hy long teams of oxen, yoke af-
ter yoke, yoke after yoke. ‘Then ] was
put on an inclined plane and hauled
upward, and how many iron tools and
how many beasts of burden were em-
ployed to get me to this place no one
can tell. Then I had to be measured,
and squared and compassed, and fitted
in before | was left here va do my si-
lent work of thousands of years God
only knows how many hands were
basied in getting me from my geologl-
eal eradle in the quarry to this en-
thronement of innumerable ages.” My
hearers, that is the autoblograpy of one
block of the pyramid. Cheops didn't
build the pyramid. Some boss mason
in the world's twilight didn't build the
pyramid. One hundred thousand men
built it and perhaps from first to last
two hundred thousand men. So with
the pyramids now rising, pyramids of
evil or pyramidsof good. The pyramid
of drunkenness rising ever since the
time when Nosh got drunk on wine,
there was at
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great 8 hara desert of desolated homes,
and broken hearts, and destroyed etern-

itles. And as the pyramid still
rises, layers of human skulls piled
on top of homan skulls and

other mountains of
to whiten the peaks reaching ioto
the heavens, hundreds of thousands
of people are building that pyramid
So with the pyramid of righteounsness
Multitudes of hands are toiling on the
steps—hands infantile, hands octoge-
narian, masculine hands, female hands,
strong hands, weak hands, Sowme clang-
ing a trowel, some pulling a rope, some
: measuring the sides.  Layers of psalm-
books on top of layers of sermons
Layers of prayers on top of layers of
holy sacrifice. And hundreds of thou-
sands coming down to sleep their lass
sleep, but other hundreds of thousanda
going up to take their places, and the
pyramids will continue to rise until
the millenninl morning gilds the com-
pleted works, and the toilers on these
heights shall take off their aprons and
throw down their trowels, crying, "It
is finished ™

Your business and mine is notto
| build a pyramid, but to be one of the
 hundreds of thousands who shall ring
a trowel, or pull a rope, or turn the
erank of a derriek, or ery, “Yo heave!"
while lifting another block to its elevn-
tions, Though it be seemingly a small
work and & brief work, it is a work
that will last forever. In the last day
many a man and woman whose work
has never been recognized on earth will
come to a special honor. The Ecumen-
ieal Council, now in session at Wash-
ington, its delegates the honored rep-
resentatives of 50,000,000 Methodists
in all parts of the earth, will at every
session do honor to the memory of John
\\'l‘slt‘y,lllll I wonderif any of them will
think to twist a garland for the memo-
ry of humble FPeter Bohler, the Moras
vian, who brought John Wesley into
the Kingdom of God. 1 rejoice that all
the thousands who have been toiling
on the pyramid of righteousness will at
last be recognized and rewarded-—the
{ mother who brought her children to
Christ, the Sabbath teacher who
bronght her elass to the knowlaedge of
tho truth, the unpretending man who
Then the trowel will be
more honored than the scepter. As a
preat battle was going on the soldiers
were ordered to the front, and a sick
man jumped out of an ambulance in
which he was Leing ecarried to the hos-
pital.  The surgeon asked him what he
meant by getting out of the ambulance
when he was sick and almost ready to
die. The soldier answered: **Doctor, 1
am going to the front. 1 had rather
die on the ficld than die in an ambu-
lance.” Thank God, if we can not do
much we ean do Httle.

Further, carrying out the idea of my
text, the pyromid is a sign and a wit-
ness that big tombstones are not the
best way of keeping one's self affection-
ately remembered.  This pyramid and
the sixty-nine other pyramids still
standing were built for sepulchers, all
this great pile of granite and limestone
by which we stand to-day, to cover the
memory of & dead king. It was the
great Wesminster Abbey of the an-
cients. Some say that Cheops was the
king who built this pyramid;, but it is
uncertain. Who was Cheops, anyhow?
All that the world knows about him
could be told in a few sentences.  The
only thing certain is that he was bad
and that he shut up the temples of
worship and that he was hated so that
the Egyptians were glad when he was
dead. This pyramid of rock seven hun-
dred and forty feet ecach side of the
square base and four hundred and fifty
feet high wins for him norespect. If a
bone of his arm or foot had been found
in the sarcophagus beneath the pyramid
it would have excited no more venera-
tion than the skeleton of a camel
bleaching on the Libyan desert; yen,
less veneration, for when 1 saw the car-
enss of & camel by the roadside on the
way to Memphis, [ sald to myself:
“Poor thing, I wonder of what it
died. ™

We say nothing against the marble
or the bronze of the necropolis. Let
all that seulpture and florescence and
arborescence ean do for the places of
the dead be done, if means will allow
it, Butif after one is dead there s
nothing left to remind the world of him
but some pieces of stone, there is but
little use. Some of the finest monu-
ments are over people who amounted to
nothing while they lived, while some of
the worthiest men and women have
not had above them a stone big enough
to tell their name, Joshua, the greatest
warrior the world ever saw, no mon-
ument; Moses, the greatest lawyer that
ever lived, no monument; Paul, the
greatest preacher that ever lived,
no monument; Christ, the HSav-
jour of the world and the rap-
ture of Heaven, no monument A
pyramid over scoundrelly Cheops, but
only s shingle with a lead-pencil epl
taph over many a good man's grave.
Some of the finest obituaries have been
printed about the worst rascals. To-
day at Brussels there is a pyramid o'
flowers on the grave of Boulanger, the
notorious libertine. Yet it is natursl
to want to be remembered.

—The famous English physician, Sir
Edward Quain, when quite & young
man, was placed lu temporary charge
of & patient, and, full of the weight of
his unsccustomed responsibility, his
When bhe w vr ‘-
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Wholesale .. Grooers,

apld,iy PORTSMOVUTH, O.
2 SALARY, $25 PER WEEK.—
ANTED: Goop AGENTS TO BRLL
ENERAL LINE OF MERONANDISE,
PEDDLING. ABOVE SALARY WILL BB
PAID TO “LIVE"” Acexts. FoR FUM
THER INFORMATION, ADDRESS !
OHICAGO GENERAL SUPPLY OO\,
178 W. Van Burea St. Omicaeo, ILk,

HENRY MATLOCK,
WITH

MCMILLAN, HAZEN & CO,,

WHOLESALE

BOOTS AND SHOES,

KNOXVILLE, TENN,

he above goods are handled by J. R
DAY & CO., Hazel Green, Ky.

MARKS : BROS.
& MARKS,

GLOTHING

. ) N [ eme

gLOTH . HOUSH,

Nos. 134-138 RACE STREET,
CINCINNATI, O.

THE KRUSE & BAHLMAN

HARDWARE

»#COMPANY, ¢~

11, 15 and 17 West Pearl Stroes,
CINCINNATI, O.

wm.The wholesale trade of Eastern Kem
tucky is respectfully solicited,

I""'"TH E“ i

GEO. W. M’ALPIN
+:COMPANY, o+

Wholesale Dry Goods & Notions,

101, 108 and 105 W. Fourth Streot,

Bouth Side, CINCINNATI, O.

GROSSMAN,
SCHLEUTEKER
& CO,,

Saddlery
and Harness,

Nos. 74 and 78 Main Street,
CINCINNATI, O.

US MEYER,
wirn

W. M. KERR & GO.,

~——0 JORBERS IN 0~

OLIVER CHILLED I’LOW& -
MALTA PLOWS, FOSTER STOVE
COOK'S MILLS & EVAPORATO
CHAMPION REAPERS & MO
STODDARD AND ACME HARRO
DOORS AND SABH A BPECI

Nos. 110 & 112 Becond Bires _
oy IEONTON, ORIO.
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